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For immediate release
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Japanese PM Koizumi must not s R sy
Betray Gleneagles Commitment to
Increase Aid

Campaigners fear that the Japanese Prime Minister may be about to
backtrack on his commitment to give an extra $10bn in aid, by
recycling existing funds instead of providing new money as promised.
Fresh from his landslide election victory, Prime Minister Koizumi will
tonight address the United Nations.

“Koizumi’s announcement at the G8 Gleneagles summit this
year was a victory for the world’s poor. He must use his visit to
the UN as an opportunity to build on this commitment and
ensure that the promise of new money is kept.” said Masaki Inaba
of the Japanese Hottokenai anti poverty campaign.

At the last minute at the G8 summit in Gleneagles the Japanese Government made a
surprise announcement of $10 billion in extra aid over the next 5 years. If implemented,
this would end five years of declining aid levels and if clearly directed to poor countries
would be a real breakthrough.

However recent media speculation in Japan has suggested that a large percentage of
the 10bn increase in aid announced at the G8 will be used to cancel the debt of Iraq. This
debt relief was already planned and would take four billion dollars out of the 10bn figure.

“Millions of Japanese people through our campaign and millions
more across the world have called for leadership by Japan in the
fight against poverty. The Gleneagles breakthrough must be
fully confirmed and Koizumi must go further in the fight against
poverty” added Inaba.

“We urge Koizumi to use his new mandate and his visit to the
United Nations to make it clear that he sticks to his commitment
of $10bn new money.” Inaba added.

Notes for Editors:

The Hottokenai campaign in Japan is part of the Global Call to Action against Poverty
(GCAP). Hottokenai unites 43 Japanese organisations. Millions of people in Japan have
shown their support for the campaign by wearing the white band to demand the Japanese
government act now to end world poverty. www.hottokenai.jp www.whiteband.org
Contact: Masaki Inaba 347-200-9451
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